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Encouraged 
“And let us consider how to 
spur one another on to love 
and good deeds” -Hebrews 
10:24

Summer Camp can be a mountaintop 
experience not only for the campers 
but also for our staff and leadership 
team.  We see God do amazing things 
while we are up on the mountaintop.  
We see children and youth making decisions to follow Christ and recommit 
their lives to Him.  It is exciting to see the Hidden Acres summer staff being 
used by God to impact lives through their love, service, and commitment.  
Through all the time and experiences the staff shares, they form a beautiful 
bond of friendship rooted in their love for God and for one another.  It is a 
marvelous thing to behold what God does on the summit.  During the last 
service at camp we send campers out with a challenge to go forth and live 
out the calling they have in the Lord to impact the world with God’s love 
and truth.  We try to spur them on to good deeds and give them courage by 
letting them know that God will be with them wherever they go.  (continued 
on page 2)

We are very thankful 
for the leadership 
team at Hidden 
Acres. We are also 
grateful for our 
summer camp staff, 
volunteers, financial 
supporters, campers, 
churches, and 
families who have 
spent time at our 
camp and retreat 
center. Here is what a 
few people had to 
say to complete the 
phrase "I am thankful 
for Hidden Acres 
because…"
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Thankful

I am thankful for Hidden 
Acres for speaking truth 
and love into not only 

my kid, but for teaching 
her how to now speak 
that truth and love into 
the next generation of 

campers.

I'm thankful for all the 
lives transformed at 

Hidden Acres

I am thankful for Hidden 
Acres because everyone 
feels like family and HA 

feels like home.

What a precious staff 
the Lord has blessed us 
with. I feel so grateful to 
be here and to be a part 

of this ministry...I 
believe we have only 

just begun. I can hardly 
wait to see what God 

has in store for us.

Girl’s Leadership Retreat craft



      (continued from page 1)

2 Fall Leadership Retreat 2016

Gifts to Hidden Acres                  
in Memory of 

In Memory of Dorothy Starkweather 
    Sharon & Donald Bader 
    Terry & Susie Carpenter 
    Cathy Diffee 
    Lynn & RD Vanderslice 

In Memory of Imogene Baker 
   Ronnie Ward 
   Martin  & Joyce Musser 

In Memory of Cecilia Meler 
   Martin & Joyce Musser 
   Doyle & Joan McEwin 

In Memory of Mary Lassiter 
   Martin & Joyce Musser

Hidden Acres’ Little Oaks Club 
planted wild flower seeds this fall.

Leaders Encourage 
During our Fall Leadership Retreat the campers learned 
that one quality of a good leader is that they encourage 
those around them.  These retreats serve to give our 
campers a spark to reignite the fire in their hearts.  As the 
campers are surrounded by their summer camp leaders and 
friends, they are reminded that there are others like them 
seeking to be a light wherever they go.  Our staff is also 
reminded of how investing their time in the next 
generation is as impactful to the campers as it is rewarding 
to themselves.  It is very encouraging to see some of the 
Hidden Acres Summer Camp staff come together and 
volunteer their time to organize and direct the leadership 
retreats.  We are thankful for people like Nate and 
Amanda Elery, and Jason and Heather Henry who together 
coordinated this retreat.  Others who helped, like our 
faithful camp medical officer, Dee Dee Fauley, CORE 
leaders Shadreck Ntambwe and Cayla Lewis and camp 
counselors, are leaders who lead by example.  They 
encourage us to keep serving the Lord as they love and 
serve those around them. -Rebeca Carpenter

“Therefore encourage one 
another and build each other up, 

just as in fact you are doing.”   
1 Thessalonians 5:11
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Servant Leadership 
“For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, 
but to serve,” - Mark 10:45 
This fall we began our third session of our 
outdoor co-op for homeschool families.  I 
specifically head up the OAK’s Servant 
Leadership program which is our servant 
leadership program for the middle school 
through high schoolers. 
In this program we focus on different aspects 
of leadership while providing an opportunity to 
put what they are learning into action.  Each 
semester the students perform some sort of 
service project that assists Hidden Acres.  This 
semester we began the process of refurbishing 
our picnic tables, most of which are in fair to 
poor shape.  Over the four week process, the 
students were able to redo two picnic tables, 
which involved dismantling, sanding the base 
and the new wood, installing, painting/
shellacking, and tracing out a beautiful Hidden 
Acres design.  Through this program the 
students are not only learning to work with 
their hands, but they are also learning more 
about themselves, more from other leaders, 
and learning the true meaning of servant 
leadership. 

“through love serve one 
another.” -Galatians 5:13b 

During this session I walked them through 
passages in the Bible that introduced us to 
several leaders found in Scripture.  Two of the 
leaders we discussed were Moses and Peter.  
While we looked at their lives we noted that 
they were people we could relate to.  Both of 
these leaders at times had doubts and did not 
always make right choices, but God still had a 
plan for them and gave them strength and 
wisdom to lead.  I pray that God will give our 
young OAKS leadership team and myself the 
strength and wisdom to serve in love. 

-Tim Carpenter

HIDDEN ACRES HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
Come January we will hit the floor running in preparation for 
our busy summer camp season.  Before we know it, campers 
will be registering for camp.  There are several items on our 
list of things that need updating or fixing.  In this season of 
giving please remember our ministry.  One of the items on 
our list is repairing our picnic tables so they will match the 
two updated tables pictured on the right.  If you would like 
to contribute to a table in someone’s name, you may give a 
$200 donation and we will engrave the name of the person 
to be honored.  (Please make a note with contribution.)
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Hidden Acres is a Christian 
Camp and Retreat Center. 

Our mission is to serve 
individuals and the 

community by sharing 
Christ’s love. 

For donations, please make 
checks payable to 

Hidden Acres and mail to: 
Hidden Acres

P.O. Box 851462 
Mesquite, TX 75185-1462

Your gift makes a difference. 
Hidden Acres is a 501(c)(3) 

organization. Contributions 
are tax deductible.

Hidden Acres is located at:
11350 Hidden Acres Lane 

Kaufman, TX 75142

www.hiddenacres.org

AS THIS YEAR COMES TO AN END… 
We remember the many seeds that were 
planted at Hidden Acres.  Seeds of the 
gospel were planted in the hearts of our 
summer campers.  Seeds of friendship 
were planted in our camp staff.  Seeds of 
knowledge were planted in the minds of 
the Little Oaks Club students as they 
learned about nature.   Seeds of 
leadership were planted through our 
OAKS program and Leadership Retreats.  
During the fall the Little Oaks Club 
kiddos literally planted wildflower seeds 
along the main entrance of Hidden 
Acres.  As we eagerly anticipate the 
blooming of beautiful flowers in the 
spring, we also eagerly wait on the Lord 
to give bloom to the other seeds planted 
at Hidden Acres.

We plant the seeds, 

But God 

Gives the Harvest

http://www.hiddenacres.org
http://www.hiddenacres.org

