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CONNECT 
Connecting you to the Ministry of Hidden Acres

Hidden Acres is a beautiful and tranquil piece of nature that for many seems like sacred ground. In its 
simple beauty one feels they are getting a glimpse of heaven, especially during summer camp. It is a 
beautiful thing to see a community of believers working together for the glory of God. During our middle 
school camp, for example, over 200 refugee campers were surrounded in an atmosphere of love and joy. 
This was provided by teenage and adult workers, all doing their part to provide an unforgettable camp 
experience. 

A typical Middle School Mission Camp day begins with a bus full of refugee campers arriving at Hidden 
Acres.  The staff forms a “spirit tunnel” for the kids to run through. They get smiles, high fives and hugs 
all around as they begin their day at camp.  Though the Bible does not explicitly state what happens the 
first moments a person enters heaven, one can only imagine that there is a welcome party full of joy, 
smiles and hugs similar to the welcoming celebration at Hidden Acres. 

The camp day begins with singing, followed by a biblical message. The campers then break into groups 
and head off to their various daily activities. Camps are filled with the sounds of nature intermingled 
with the laughter of children engaged in conversations, often times in several languages. Though the 
days are filled with hours of activities, the campers are never ready to go home in the afternoon.  As the 
busses take the children back to the city, the staff unites to pray for them. Each evening the camp staff 
gathers again to “refuel” as they worship, pray and share testimonies from the day. The bond of serving 
and worshipping together is a beautiful picture of the pure fellowship of believers that will be even 
lovelier in heaven.  How blessed we are to have this bit of “heaven on earth” at Hidden Acres.

G L I M P S E S  O F  H E A V E N
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D R E A M  J O B

A common refrain among our elementary and 
middle school campers is, “when I grow up I want 
to be a counselor at Hidden 
Acres.”  Throughout Hidden 
Acres’ thirty years of ministry 
several campers have grown up 
to fulfill that dream.  One 
camper who hopes to become a 
counselor is Tanner Diffee, age 
13, who when asked what he 
wanted to be when he grew up 
said, “I would like to become a 
Jr. Counselor and work my way 
up.  After I am a  counselor, I 
would like to have Baby E’s job as a coordinator and 
intern, then I want to have Carp’s job and be the 
Camp Director.”  Further on he was asked if he 
wants to be on the board like his uncle Jeff and 
then be the president like his great uncle Charles.  
He replied with his charming smile, “Yes, sure.”  
Truth is, Tanner is off to a good start in becoming 
one of our future leaders at Hidden Acres.  This 
summer he served alongside our 
kitchen staff, helping his 
grandmother, who our staff and 
campers lovingly call Aunt 
Charlotte, prepare meals for 
three weeks of camp.  A couple 
of weeks later he came back as a 
camp missionary for our Middle 
School Mission Camp.  

Hidden Acres has a tag line that 
states: “Impacting Lives, 
Developing Leaders”.  It is encouraging to see 
young people like Tanner and the members of our 
staff catching the vision of servant leadership.  Our 
counselors and coordinators are great role models 
to our younger campers.  They show campers what 

it is to serve, work hard, love others and have fun 
all at the same time.  What kid would not want to 

be like them when they grow 
up? 

This summer we had our first 
camper who grew up at our 
camp sponsored by Kiwanis 
Club of Pleasant Grove come 
and work at Hidden Acres.  For 
many years this club has 
sponsored children from Dallas 
to attend a week of camp. 
Emily has been a sponsored 

camper for the last four summers.  The club has 
also given her, along with other middle-schoolers, 
scholarships to attend our leadership retreats.  This 
year Emily reached the age where she could apply 
to be an assistant counselor and was so excited to 
join our team for five weeks out of her summer.  
From watching her grow up through our leadership 
training program and viewing her application we 

knew that she would be a 
great addition to our team, 
but she exceeded our 
expectations.  We hope 
that she will continue to 
work here for many years 
to come.

Both boys and girls look 
up to our staff and look 
forward to a time when 
they can take their place.  

Please pray that the Lord will continue to provide 
servant leaders who represent Christ and Hidden 
Acres well.
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Kitchen Crew 
A mother from a first-time 
camper sent us a note telling us 
her son had an awesome 
experience at Hidden Acres.  She 
said he talked in to the late hours 
of the night about all the 
wonderful things he loved about 
camp.  One of the things he 
loved was the food.  He said 
everything that Aunt Charlotte 
cooked was great.  The mom said 
that this was from a food critic 
who is a very picky eater.  
At Hidden Acres, everyone loves 
the cook and her team.  Aunt 
Charlotte has been serving 
delicious meals at Hidden Acres 
from the time they were cooking 
outdoors in 1984 and has been 
full-time Food and Hospitality 
Manager for eight years.  She 
comes from a family known for 
their cooking and they have even 
published a couple of family 
cookbooks which include several 
of her recipes.
While everyone at Hidden Acres 
works hard during camp, our 
kitchen crew stays on their feet 
for most of the day.  We are 
thankful for Charlotte Diffee, 
Jennifer Stephens, Pam Warden, 
Esther Mwambuyi, Doris 
Carpenter, Betty Dortch, Jacob 
Stephenson, Judy Krause, Tanner 
Diffee, Bruce Beich and all the 
volunteers who assisted in the 
kitchen.

We are Family by Rebeca Carpenter 
This summer has made it especially evident that the bonds of friendship grow 
deep in the atmosphere of camp ministry.  As Megan (Trapane) Hurlbert, the 
Matron of Honor at Heather Henry’s wedding, gave a toast and recounted how 
she first met Heather at Hidden Acres, memories of them working at camp 
together flooded my mind.  Heather and Megan were both in high school when 
they began working at Hidden Acres as camp counselors.  Through the years their 
beautiful friendship has grown stronger, and both have shared the joy of being a 
part of each other’s wedding.  

This year has been a year of weddings for several couples who have served with us 
at Hidden Acres.  The joy of seeing our staff deepening their friendships at camp 
is comparable to seeing siblings enjoying each other’s company; it is truly a 
beautiful picture of the brotherhood of believers mentioned in the Bible.
Our summer staff often talks about how any staff member that begins dating 
should bring their love interest to camp so that the Hidden Acres family can give 
them the okay.  This actually does happen on occasion. 

We are committed to each other and pray the best for everyones’ lives.  It is bitter 
sweet to see our staff become young adults.  We hate to see them leave their 
summer staff positions at Hidden Acres, but love to see them follow the Lord into 
their adulthood and respective callings.  We are proud to see our former staff grow 
into leaders and trust that they follow the Lord as they lead their homes.  Though 
near or far, our brothers and sisters in Christ who have served alongside our 
Hidden Acres family will always be close to our heart.



Hidden Acres is a Christian 
Camp and Retreat Center. 

Our mission is to serve 
individuals and the community 

by sharing Christ’s love. 

For donations please make your 
checks payable to 

Hidden Acres and mail to: 
Hidden Acres

P.O. Box 851462 
Mesquite, TX 75185-1462

Your gift makes a difference. 
Hidden Acres is a 501(c)(3) 

organization. Contributions are 
tax deductible.

Hidden Acres is located at:
11350 Hidden Acres Lane, 

Kaufman, TX 75142

www.hiddenacres.org

Hidden Acres 
P.O. Box 851462  
Mesquite, Texas 75185-1462
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NURSE STATION PRAISE 
In the spring a building project began for a cabin to be used as our Nurse Station 
for summer camps.  This has been a huge need for the last several years.  While we 
hoped the project would be completed before the start of camps, rainy weather 
and other delays caused the construction to take longer than anticipated.  This 
project was completed primarily by volunteers.  Pictured at top left is our ministry 
friend, Dean Stoner, who gave many hours of hard work toward this building.  It 
was due to his dedication to the project that we were able to use the cabin as a 
nurse station the last week of summer camp.  Our camp medical officer, Dee Dee 
Fauley, was beyond thrilled to be able to office out of this new cabin.  Pictured to 
the left is a mission group from FBC Garland who attended the last camp.  They 
stand in front of the cabin that their church supported financially as well as kick-
started with a significant amount of work.

 “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”  Ephesians 4:4-6

http://www.hiddenacres.org
http://www.hiddenacres.org

