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SEPTEMBER 2016 IMPACTING LIVES, DEVELOPING LEADERS

A PACKED SUMMER OF FIRSTS BY TIM CARPENTER 

This past summer, Hidden Acres continued pushing the limits of its facilities.  We hosted one week of 
training for our summer staff and led six packed weeks of summer camp.  Three out of the six weeks 
we had to pull out cots in order to accommodate everyone that attended.  It is a good problem to have.  
Continue praying with us about how you might be involved in future projects such as a new dining hall 
and more lodging.   

Along with being busy and crowded, this summer was a summer of many firsts.  This was our first year 
to partner with First Baptist Kaufman to lead a Middle School camp.  This was our first year to hold 
two “double-weeks” back to back where we brought in around 100 refugee campers each week.  This 
was our first year to be 100% in charge of sign-ups for the refugee campers.  This was our first year to 
form new partnerships with three entities that assisted in signing up all of the refugee campers: 
Northwest Community Center, The Koren Fellowship Church, and Heart House.  This was the first 
summer for many of our staff.  Through all of these firsts, it was amazing to see God work in and 
through the staff and through the circumstances to bring about a successful summer of impact to the 
campers who attended.  Many children made decisions to either follow Jesus with their lives or to 
deepen their understanding of their faith in Christ.  This is the main reason we do what we do: 
TRANSFORMATION.  We do not want our campers leaving the same person they came.  Our desire is 
to see young campers develop into young leaders making a positive impact in their homes, 
communities, schools or wherever God has placed them. 

CONNECT 
|       CONNECTING YOU TO THE MINISTRY OF HIDDEN ACRES       |
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GIFTS IN MEMORY AND IN HONOR 

In Memory of   
Cecilia Meler & Imogene Baker  

Jack & Nancy Watson 
Tonja Carmichael 

Bonnie & Gib Blackman 
Wanda Elery 
Kristy Conner 

Mildred McMahon 
Cecilia Meler 

Doris & Terry Carpenter 
Dave Whitaker, Printing Service LLC 

Cathy Diffee 
Charles Diffee 

Charlotte Diffee 
Mary & Don Harvey 

Melissa Harvey 
Pam Fridell 

Chad Paschall Family 
Randa & Brett Paschall 

Joan & Wayne Starkweather 
Anna & Todd Taylor 

Supreme Printing Company 
Ronnie J. L. Ward 

Jerry Diffee 
Charlotte Diffee 
Harley Bellows 
David Bellows 
Lavina Diffee 
David Bellows 
Gene Shindoll  

Terry & Doris Carpenter 
Mary Ruzicka 

Mildred McMahon  
Keith & Pam Miller  

Cathy Diffee 
Vickey & Garey Kirchner 
Duperon Corporation  
Mike & Claudia Givens 

Bernice Shindoll 
Mike & Claudia Givens 

Richard Falteisek 
Terry & Doris Carpenter  
George & Leona Shanks 

Sally Sperbeck 
Grace & Rodney Carter 

In Honor Of  
Doris Carpenter 

Jane & Harland Schultz

YOUR GIFTS MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE 

Hidden Acres is very grateful for those who give donations to 
honor or give in memory of loved ones. 

In July, Hidden Acres was blessed by a generous gift from Cecilia 
Baker Meler to honor her mother and father, Imogene and Merle 
Baker.  Her card (pictured below) and note said it so beautifully: 

“Thanks for all you do/And for your heart/for all the 
youth. 

You’re making a strategic difference.” 

“God Bless You With Grace, Wisdom, & His Love Always.” 

7/5/16 

“Pastor Diffee, HA Board, and Staff – 

I so appreciate all the life work you all do to lead with 
prayer and wisdom the ministry of Hidden Acres.  I give 
this gift for the Diffee Dining Hall in honor of my parents, 
Merle & Imogene Baker. 

Love, Cecilia Baker (Meler) 

God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.  II Corinthians 9:8 NIV 

Little did we know that just 19 days after she wrote this note, 
Cecilia would leave this world and be in heaven with her Lord and 
Savior.  Since then, many donations have come to Hidden Acres 
in her and her mother’s memory, who passed away just one week 
later.  Thank you to all who chose to give to Hidden Acres.
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IMPACTING LIVES OF REFUGEE CHILDREN IN VICKERY MEADOW 

This summer we partnered with Heart House for one of our Great Commission Camps.   

Heart House is an apartment-based non-profit that provides safety, education, and opportunity to K-8th 
grade refugee and underprivileged youth.  They have four locations and two offices in the Vickery Meadow 
neighborhood of Dallas. Collectively, the students speak 15 different languages and are from over 13 
countries.  At Heart House, after-school and summer programs plant seeds of hope, rewrite student 
trajectories, and build leaders.  

“During my time at Stratford Hill, students have never shown a sign of any spiritual beliefs, but this was before 
going to camp. Students in Stratford Hill embraced what they learned at camp and brought it back to Heart 
House. On the Saturday following camp week at Hidden Acres, we invited the kids to join us to paint our site. 
Kids surprisingly showed up at 8am, with much enthusiasm ready to help. Most kids that showed up were the 
ones that attended camp.  

After painting, one of the students gathered everyone in a circle and began to pray. In his prayer he was thankful 
for everything heart house does for each and every one of his fellow classmates.  He also talked about the 
incredible time he experienced during camp and how grateful he was for the people he met. After their group 
prayer they danced and sang one of the songs they learned at camp called, “This Little Light.” It was an amazing 
sight to see how happy they were while dancing and singing the songs they were too shy to learn at first.” 

-Heart House Site Leader
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Hidden Acres is a Christian 
Camp and Retreat Center. 

Our mission is to serve 
individuals and the 

community by sharing 
Christ’s love. 

For donations, please make 
checks payable to 

Hidden Acres and mail to: 
Hidden Acres

P.O. Box 851462 
Mesquite, TX 75185-1462

Your gift makes a difference. 
Hidden Acres is a 501(c)(3) 

organization. Contributions 
are tax deductible.

Hidden Acres is located at:
11350 Hidden Acres Lane 

Kaufman, TX 75142

www.hiddenacres.org

A TESTIMONY FROM A PASTOR IN LOUISIANA 
I've been leading a group of middle schoolers to Hidden Acres Retreat Center every summer for the past 
three years. The fact that many of them are  now 10th and 11th graders but still chose to come shows the 
impact Hidden Acres has had on them. Three years ago I was getting desperate for a place to take young 
people (primarily middle schoolers) for them to grow in their walk with Christ, get away from everyday 
normalcy, and also serve. (Hidden Acres is the perfect combination of all three plus more!) One day while in 
my office, I visited the Christian Camping Association's website and clicked on every camp in Texas, trying to 
find a place that seemed like a good fit. After my initial call to Hidden Acres, I got connected with Carp, and 
shortly after that it was evident that we were headed in the right direction. That was intensified after our first 
trip to Hidden Acres. I could not write a letter long enough that could come close to describing how God has 
used Hidden Acres to transform my students’ lives. The reality that I can take a group of students from 
northwest Louisiana to a camp outside of the metroplex and them get to serve children from all over the 
world, as well as learn and grow themselves. Hidden Acres truly is a God-send. What has been cool is seeing 
how several of our students have matured in their serving over the past three years. Carp, Nurse DeeDee, 
and the rest of the Core Staff are second to none! I can truly say with absolute certainty that we at Grand 
Cane Baptist Church in rural northwest Louisiana are proud and extremely 
humbled to be considered a part of the Hidden Acres family and what God is 
doing through that very special place! 

Godspeed, 

Jarrin Peeples 

Associate Pastor Grand Cane Baptist Church, Grand Cane Louisiana

http://www.hiddenacres.org
http://www.hiddenacres.org

